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Published Monthly           www.firstumcrochester.org           
March  2021                                                                                Editor:  Judy Saddler  
                             bassbeagle2@gmail.com 

The Messenger 

 

Maundy (Holy) Thursday Worship 
 

Our service is currently scheduled for 

Thursday, April 1st, at 7:00 PM.  

We will be hosted by our neighbors 

across the street from First Church, 

Congregational UCC. Currently this 

service will be a live online                  

experience. Please plan to join us! 
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.Dear Friends, 
 

At baptism, persons are born anew in Christ. They are forgiven any 
sins, given the gift of the Holy Spirit, and receive the Holy Spirit’s 
fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Best of all, they become adopted daugh-
ters and sons of God, co-heirs with Christ. Unfortunately, as baptized 
Christians, we don’t often feel like a new creature, and there are times 
when we sure don’t feel full of love, joy and peace. In addition to that, 
it is easy to be disgusted with the countless number of baptized indi-
viduals who sure don’t show such qualities in their lives.  
 

Several years ago, I read a Lenten devotion (I wish I could remember 
where I saw it). The author was describing staying over at a friend's 
house when he was younger. Before going to bed that night he used 
the bathroom. On the mirror was a small note which read: “When you 
wash your face, remember your baptism.” The author then went on to 
reflect, ”This was during a season of life where I wasn’t practicing 
Christianity at all, although of course I would have called myself one. 
Baptism opens us to cultivate a life of grace and a life of prayer, it 
opens us to these opportunities if we take them, and oftentimes we 
don’t. I believe it is important to remember our baptism so that we 
continue that cultivation.” 
 

Lent is a spiritual journey like Jesus’ 40 days of fasting and prayer in 
the Wilderness. This experience followed his baptism in the Jordan 
River. It is an opportunity to remember our baptism through acts of 
prayer, fasting, almsgiving, confession learning, and deep introspec-
tion. Regardless of how far we have strayed, God continues to call to 
us, God forgives us, and God journeys with us.  
 
 (continued on page #3) 

Feed the Need 

To be disciples, living and teaching the Word of God 

PASTOR’S CORNER 
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Mr. David Roberts 
107 Adelle Drive 
Dover, NH 03820 
 
Mrs. Sandi Suydam 
11 Adrian Circle #214 
Rochester, NH 03867 
 
Mrs. Barbara Taylor 
Mountain View Care Center 
93 Water Village Road 
Ossipee, NH 03864 
 
Mrs. Marian Veno 
108 Maple Street   
Rochester, NH 03867 
 
Mrs. Mary Ann Weiss 
1373 Dadrian Professional Parkway, #239 
Godfrey, Illinois  62035 
 
Mrs. Ann Whitford 
The Delaney, Apt. 4427 
2121 W. Highway 6 
Waco, TX 76710 
 
Mrs. Elaine Wright 
34 Punch Brook Way, Apt. 130 
Rochester, NH 03839 
 
Mrs. Vera Zajas 
Riverside Nursing Home 
276 County Farm Road 
Dover, NH 03820 
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                      UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

The United Methodist Women decided it would be nice 

to send cards to homebound and other older members 

of our congregation. Please save the list for future 

use.  If there are others, please let us know and we'll 

gladly add them.  Thanks so much.    
For more information, contact: 
Marianne Gustafson 

(603) 534-3513 (cell) 
jjjmgus@gmail.com 

 
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Carr 
478 Salmon Falls Road 
Rochester, NH 03868  

Mr. & Mrs. William Casey 
582 Washington Street 
Barrington, NH 03825 
 
Mrs. Sylvia Dowst 
33 Christian Ave 
LAL Room H8 
Concord, NH  03301 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur Hartford 
Mountain View Care Center 
93 Water Village Road 
Ossipee, NH 03864 
 
Mrs. Catherine (Kitty) Jenness 
c/o George Jenness 
333 Blackwater Road 
Rochester, NH 03867 
 
Mrs. Helen Marison 
18 Cherokee Way 
Rochester, NH 03867 
 
Mrs. Mary Newhall 
Riverside Nursing Home 
276 County Farm Rd 
Dover, NH 03820 
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Feed the Need 
We bring the Word of Jesus Christ to our communities and the world.  

 
The first time I took Lent seriously was while I was in college. I 
was wrestling with a call to ordained ministry, so I thought maybe 
taking Ash Wednesday and Lent seriously would be a good way 
to gain clarity. By the Friday after Ash Wednesday (before the 
first Sunday of Lent even arrived) I was miserable. The fasting 
part was testing my patience! My eyes were blurry from my en-
deavors to read my Bible. I stuck with my plan, though, and by 
the time Maundy Thursday arrived I was awestruck at the grace 
and love of God I had experienced when I looked back on the 
journey. While it was overwhelming at the time, that Lent provid-
ed me a wonderful opportunity to grow closer to God. 
 

Now,  I know Lent isn’t everyone’s favorite season during the 
Christian year. Truthfully, I struggle with it. But, I can honestly 
say that, in those times that I have taken the journey seriously, I 
have drawn nearer to the cross and, consequently, nearer to the 
empty tomb.  
 

May God bless you this Lent.  When you wash your face,          
remember your baptism!  
 

Peace and love, 
 

Pastor Jeff 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jjjmgus@gmail.com
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Prepare for Worship in March 

 
 

March 7th - Third Sunday in Lent, Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Texts: Exodus 20:1-17 and John 2:13-22 

Title: Barriers 
Theme: Human beings are “designed” to be in relationship with one another and 
with God. Why is that many times we are better at building barriers than we are 
at building relationships. Whether it is the letter of the law or the “haves vs. the 
have-nots” that divide us, we are called to break the barriers and draw closer to 
each other and the God who made us.. 
 

March 14th - Fourth Sunday in Lent 
Texts: Ephesians 2:1-10 and John 3:14-21 

Title: Judged, Yet Not Condemned 
Theme: As long as there have been people, people have acted badly. And as long 
as God has been with us, God has remained faithful. Ephesians reminds us that 
we were all like the dead because of our wrongdoing, but through Christ, we 
have been saved by the gift of God’s immeasurable grace. John’s Gospel pro-
claims that God sent Jesus into the world, not to condemn the world, but to save 
it. People keep messing up, yet God remains faithful. 
 

March 21st - Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Texts: Jeremiah 31:31-34 and John 12:20-33 

Title: Promises Made, Promises Kept 
Theme: We are nearing the end of Lent. A week from now Palm Sunday begins 
followed by the Easter celebration of resurrection! This is a time of anticipation. 
The prophet Jeremiah writes of the days that are coming, of a new covenant; and 
the Gospel of John culminates our anticipation with the reminder that the hour 
has come.  
 

March 28th - Palm/Passion Sunday 
Texts: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 and Mark 11:1-11 (Philippians 2:5-11 at end of ser-
vice) 

Title: Trust Me 
Theme: This service begins with the Palm Sunday celebration atmosphere: wav-
ing palms, singing and shouting Hosannas! Jesus’ entry to Jerusalem was a won-
derful event, but it also has an air of foreboding. We all know what comes next: 
fickleness, betrayal, and ultimately death. Trust ties palms and passion together. 
It comes naturally in times of celebration, but is harder to hold onto in the midst 
of pain. Christ always accompanies us as we enter the hard places. Let us accom-
pany him as he enters his own. 
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TWO key leadership positions needs to 

be filled! 

First, we have been unable to secure a chairperson for the 

Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committee for over a year. 

Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to serve in this 

role. To receive more information or volunteer, please contact 

Pastor Jeff. Training is provided. 

 

Second, we are looking for someone to take over as chairper-

son of the Altar Guild. This role has been held by Lorie Tweedy 

and Debra Boynton for several years and both are stepping 

down (please be sure to thank them for their wonderful 

work!). The chair may be held by a team or an individual. The 

primary responsibility is to remind the Guild members when it 

is their month to handle altar flowers. Beyond 

that, coordination of holiday flowers, decorations, and other 

seasonal worship visuals also falls under the bailiwick of the 

chair or chairs. The chair is a member of the worship com-

mittee, meeting monthly with that group for liturgical season 

planning - particularly related to visuals. To receive more in-

formation or volunteer, please contact Pastor Jeff. Training is 

provided. 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 
 

Kate Marcotte 2 

Tom Sturtevant 3 

Nathaniel Hunt 5 

Jo Ellen Meehan 5 

Margaret Combs 5 

Judy Saddler 5 

Diane Jones 5 

Donna Hughes 6 

Todd Hearn 6 

John Sheehan 7 

Jon Pyrich 8 

Katie Hughes 8 

Cory Walker 9 

Katie Menard 10 

Marlene Guay 10 

Rick Mills 15 

Emily Brownell 15  
 

Danny Hughes 16 

Derek Jones 16 

Scott Mayotte 16 

Sandi Suydam 18 

Joel Miltner 18 

Joshua Miltner 18 

Gib Hearn 20 

Jennifer Saucier 20 

Kevin Lindsay 21 

Peter Miltner 21 

Hillary Mayotte 23 

Alicia Schuft 23 

Sandy Skammels 24  

Mary Fortier 24  

Kent Marzoli 29 

Gary Leughmyer 29 

Edna Carr 30 

Margarita Hogne 30 

Holly Letourneau 31 
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PROJECT LINUS 
In spite of Covid-19 requirements against gathering,      
Project Linus Team continues to create blankets to comfort 
children.  The Team is using a system of someone at the 
church most Wednesday mornings for pickup and          
drop off s.  Thank you to all who have made this possible. 

You may have noticed there was no usual dedication of 
blankets on Valentine’s Day.  Perhaps by Mothers Day we 
will be able to gather in some fashion for worship.  While 
it may not be as usual, our plan is to again dedicate      
blankets then. 

 

Rochester Community Photography Show  

Because of Covid 19 the 2020 Rochester Community Pho-
tography Show was virtual.  Out of respect for local busi-
nesses affected by Covid-19 prizes were not solicited.  We 
were able to award ribbons through the generosity of Barry 
Nation and a few top prizes through the generosity of Her-
vey’s Tire Shop, Granite Steak House and Windjammers 
Seafood Restaurant. 

While the 2020 virtual show was a success (thanks to John 
Wilderman), it is my belief that we should see what time 
will bring and perhaps plan for a “live” show in early 
fall.  Part of the idea of sponsoring the show was to “open 
our doors” to the community as well as fulfill one of our 
goals in the strategic plan to bring arts to the communi-
ty.   Perhaps by then the local business community will be 
in a better position to donate prizes.  Thank you.     

                       Blessings, Cindy Edgerly 
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In Our Thoughts and Prayers 

 

Prayers And Condolence: 

Family & friends of the Reverend Peter Parent, 

Family & friends of Nicole Murray, Family & 

friends of Bob Bourne, Family & friends of 

Shirley Chick, Family & friends of Auline   

Hackett, Family & friends of Barbara Koon,    

Family & friends of Michael W. Buonopane Jr. 

 

Prayers and Concerns: 

Lynn Renard, Katie Kapp, Bob Guisti, Helen 

Constantine, All who have been diagnosed with 

COVID-19, Chaplain Kenneth E. Dearstyne Sr., 

Robby Miles & family, Mary Jane Diggins, Annette 

DeFazio & family, Marianne Gustafson, Margaret 

Combs, Dennis Esposito, Matthew P. & family, 

Marlene Guay, Andy Dibble 

 

Congratulations & Celebrations: 

Katie Kapp is recovering from COVID-19, Mary 

Jane Diggins' granddaughter is doing much better 

following her kidney transplant - thank God for 

answered prayer! 

 

Prayers For The Ministry We Support: 

We Support Dr. Belinda Forbes & Family 

 

ONLINE PRAYER 

 
Prayer requests may be sent to Pastor Jeff 
(jjhrev@gmail.com) by 11 AM on Wednesdays for inclusion in 
the Weekly Prayer List. In order to have a prayer request 
shared during online worship, the request must be submitted 
by Noon on Thursdays. Services are recorded on Thursday 
evenings. 
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FUMC MESSENGER EDITOR POSITION WILL BE 
AVAILABLE BEGINNING JULY 2021. 

Claude and I are moving to Newberry, South Carolina to live 
with my daughter, Michele Fischer and her husband, Neal.  We 
hope to physically move in late September or early October.  
We have much to do to prepare our mobile home to sell so I will 
be relinquishing my position as Editor after the June edition of 
the Messenger.  If anyone is interested or has questions, please 
give me a call at 969-2114.   

                                                Judy Saddler, Editor 

 

NEWS FROM N.O.W. 

Nuture, Outreach and Witness 

 For the Winter months we will not have a regular Mission of the 
month. Instead , we are inviting all to join in Nurturing Out-
reach. Let us all reach out to our church family in this time of sepa-
ration from each other. For some it is not an easy time & a simple 
"reach out" by phone , text, email or letter can brighten the day! 
 

mailto:jjhrev@gmail.com
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WEAR A MASK - SAVE A LIFE!    
 

Mask wearing during the Coronavirus crisis not only protects 
the wearer, it also protects those the wearer comes into contact 
with.  It may help save a life! Simple instructions for making 
them may be found online. Thank you for being good to       
yourself and to others! 

Please practice social distancing and quarantine as much as  
possible.    

 

 

Help FUMC While You Shop  

If you shop Amazon, particularly while remaining socially dis-
tant during the COVID-19 crisis, use this link: https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459 . When you do, a percent-
age of what you spend is donated to our church. In addition, 
AmazonSmile customers can now support First United    
Methodist Church in the Amazon shopping app on iOS and 
Android mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to 
turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations. 

· Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device 
·  
· Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping           

app and tap into 'Settings' 
·  
· Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions 

to complete the process 
 

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping 
app, update your app.  

Thank you for supporting FUMC! 
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CASSEROLE COMMITTEE  

 

 

 

 provides meals for people in our church family during difficult 

times.  Anyone who is in need of meals may call one of the two 

Chairpersons:    Diane Marzoli  332-1766  or  Dottie Bickford-

Longo  664-5552, or contact the office for assistance. Please let 

us know whether you have any dietary restrictions! We always 

bring enough food for the whole family. If you can help, either 

by cooking or buying a meal, we need you! Thanks. 

 

 

 

A BIG FUMC “THANK YOU” to:   

Our incredible Fellowship Kitchen volunteers who have 

been working non-stop throughout the pandemic to 

feed those in need in our community!  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-6009459
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FUMC Heritage Happenings 

 Where were you in the winter of 1988?  This is what Main 
Street looked like back then.  The lights on our steeple 
were working.  How many changes can you notice? 

Kent Marzoli, Records and History  
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ONLINE SERVICES WILL CONTINUE TO BE 
OFFERED INDEFINITELY. 

PLEASE NOTE: Printed copies of the worship service bul-
letin will be available for you to pick up in the Welcome Center 
during office hours, or by arranging with staff or lay-leader for 
access. There are also Bibles and Hymnals available for you to 
bring home for your personal devotion and prayer life.  We       
encourage you to stay connected as best as you can and we will 
do our best to continue to evolve our ministry to meet the needs 

of the community we serve.  
 

The PDF bulletin will have some "HYPERLINKS" that you can 
follow that will take you to websites with information on the 
hymn(s) we are singing, or settings of something that the choir 
has in its library.   We can't print or stream those things during 
our "Live-streaming" due to the copyright restrictions, but we 
can POINT the way to them. Feel free to follow the links if you 
want to learn more about the writing of a particular hymn, or 
hear the setting the choir would have been singing.....  -Kevin 
Lindsay,  Director of Music 
 
 


